    Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the

Moresby Parish Council
held on the 4th April 2011

1. Attendance:  Chairman Cllr Lawson, Cllrs Coward, Horricks, Mackay, McGuirk, Troughton, Young, Ward Cllr Blackwell, County Cllr Ross and the Clerk.

2 Apologies and Announcements: There were apologies from Cllrs Clarke, McAdam and Morgan. Both John McAdam and Barry Morgan had indicated that they would not be standing in the May parish elections. Councillors noted the position and expressed best wishes to them both. 

Three members of the public were present

3. Approval of the last minutes: The minutes of the March 2011 meeting were agreed 

4 Declaration of Member’s Interests: It was agreed that should an item arise where it was proper for a declaration of interest to be made it would be done at that stage.

5.a) Ward/County Councillor. County Councillor Ross said that the next neighbourhood forum meeting would not be held before June 2011. Ward Cllr Blackwell said that he was still in discussions about flooding in the parish in particular about drains that were not on adopted land
b) Public Participation Mr Wright said that he was resident in Round Close and was aware that a developer was looking to make a planning application for a number of wind turbines on Moresby Moss He asked what was known by the parish council. The clerk said that he had received a letter dated the 4th March 2011 from the developer which had been circulated to all councillors He said that no planning application had been submitted to the borough council and if an application was submitted the parish council as a statutory consultee would consider the application taking into account the views of parishioners. Mr Wright asked whether the parish council had information about the old railway bridge on Moresby Parks Road. The clerk said that the area engineer for the county council had advised him that the roadway was to be narrowed to allow a footway to be built and priority signs would then be installed with priority to vehicles leaving the village. He said that it was planned to do the work during the school summer holidays. Mr Wright asked if any action was to be taken to build a footpath from Red Lonning to Scilly Banks. The clerk said that was outside the parish in the unparished area of Whitehaven but he might consider contacting the county councillor for the area. Mr Sewell provided the meeting with information about the work on the rising main drain which United Utilities were undertaking He said that phase 1 would take the new main to the C4006 and phase 2 would be work beyond. Mr Sewell raised concerns about the flooding in Churchill Drive and asked when the new right of way from Moresby Parks Road to Round Close was to be fenced.
6. Parish Council Elections The clerk said that parish council elections would be not be contested with 11 candidates for the 11 seats on the parish council. 
7. Allotments and landscape work The clerk said that he had looked at the state of the allotments and it was clear one or more were not being used. It was agreed to advise the tenants that if no action was taken before the end of May 2011 the parish council would decide whether to terminate tenancies and offer them to applicants. He said that two tenants had not paid and the chairman agreed to collect the fees outstanding He said that Mr Morgan when indicating that he would not stand for election had said that he was prepared to buy the motor mower from the council. It was agreed not to accept the offer but to make alternative storage arrangements.
8 Police Report The clerk said that he had not received notification that the police would not attend the meeting. It was agreed that the clerk would advise Sgt Bennett of issues that were mentioned. Mrs Coward said that no action had been taken concerning the issues that were raised at the last meeting and it appeared that further untaxed cars were parked on the highway. Concern was expressed that speeding was still prevalent through both Moresby Parks and Low Moresby
9. Traffic/ Highways.
a) Parking. The issue was raised as above
b) C4006 Railway Bridge The issue was dealt with under public participation 
c) Parkfield Road. The clerk said had met county council staff in Moresby Parks on the 22nd March 2011 and they had agreed in the first instance to monitor the junction and report to the council. He said that they had looked at extending the footpath on Moresby Parks Road towards Distington and said that whilst this was not a project they would agree to fund they would provide an estimate of costs
d) A595 Pope exercise The clerk said that he had received a response from the Highways Agency via the member of parliament indicating that they would review the position in 2012

e) Speeding at Scilly Banks The clerk said that he had received a complaint from a resident of Round Close concerning excessive speeding at Scilly Banks He said that he would ask the county council if there were plan to impose a speed limit.

 . 

10. Planning Applications and Notifications 

a) Application
 i) New Dwelling Plot 51 Manesty Rise Low Moresby
Ward Cllr Blackwell made a personal declaration as a member of the district council planning panel.
11 Household Waste Recycling Centre The clerk said that he had contacted the county council now that the site allocation policy had been settled. He had been advised that whilst a site on Whitehaven Commercial Park had been identified and that the Frizington site was due for closure, scarce resources may prevent development in the short term.
11. Correspondence
a) Posters advertising the district council’s customer focus group had been received
b) HSBC had written explaining why they had charged the account debit interest in the sum of 26p.
c) Papers had been received for the annual audit of the council’s accounts.

d) The district council had written advising that they were to look at the concurrent aid system for 2012/2013
e) A product information leaflet from Glasdon direct had been received

f) Notification had been received from the society of council clerks about a regional conference to be held in Kendal
12 Cheques to be approved for payment 
100918
J C Shaw 


(Salary March)

£144.00

100917
J C Shaw


(Expenses)


£44.88

100920
Printpoint 


(Stationery)


£20.40

100921
Copeland Borough Council
(Play Area)


£3723.23

100922
Tullnet Internet Services
(Hosting Fee)


£60.00

100923
Mencap


(Donation)


£50.00

100924
Calc 



(Subscription)


£254.50

13 Parish Councillor’s Items

a) Mrs Young asked if it were permissible for a landowner to concrete over a man hole. She said she would send details and on receipt the clerk would contact the district council
b) Mr Horricks said that dog fouling in Moresby Parks was little better. Ward Cllr Blackwell said that the enforcement team had been on the village and he would advise them of the continuing problems. He asked that posters be placed on the notice boards

c) Mr Troughton said that the Friends of the Lake District “Green Spaces” project were asking for interested parish councils to register before the 9th May 2011 He agreed to draft a submission.

d) Mrs McGuirk said that footpath down the line of the railway was very wet. It was agreed that the clerk should remind United Utilities that they had not responded to an earlier request for information.

e) Mrs Coward asked that another effort be made to require BT to remove the redundant telephone box.

f) Mrs Coward said that whilst the play area had been improved there were still problems with youngsters throwing bark and misusing the swings.

The meeting closed at 7.55. The next meeting was fixed for the 9th May 2011.
Chairman.....................................................Date...................................................
