Howgate /Distington Partnership

Annual Report
1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011

1 The group met on 5 occasions in the year. Representatives from Parton, Moresby and Distington parish councils attended all meetings. Lowca parish council was represented on four occasions. The county councillor Cam Ross attended two meetings. Ward Cllr Brian Dixon attended two meetings. Jeff Downham attended three meetings on behalf of Action with Communities in Cumbria (ACT). Marilyn Pritchard from the county council neighbourhood development team attended three meetings. The county council area engineer attended one meeting as did representatives of Cumbria Police, Copeland Community Fund and North Copeland Youth Partnership. One or more of the borough council locality working team attended each meeting. Meetings were held in all of the four parishes in the group.

2 The Copeland borough council locality team have provided extremely helpful support through the year with a number of issues but especially with the lengthsman scheme which is reported at paragraph 7. Joe Shearer the newest member of the team attending a explanatory meeting with the rural development programme for England local action group on behalf of the partnership and both he and Sarah Mitchell have assisted with the grant applications. Simon Walker has proved to be a helpful contact with the Highways Agency. 

3 The West Cumbria local strategic partnership originally divided Copeland into five localities. Once that partnership was dissolved the localities were re-examined and the Howgate Distington area is now recognised as a quite separate locality from Whitehaven making six localities within the boundaries of the district council. 

4 At their March 2010 meeting it was agreed that a constitution which is little different from the memorandum of understanding to which all chairmen of the four parishes appended their signature in March 2008 could be signed. There was a delay because the two principal authorities needed to ratify locality constitutions through their respective full councils but that task has now been completed and the constitution has been signed by all parties.

5 Work on a refreshed parish plan continued in the year. A subgroup looked at the few remaining issues at a meeting in June 2010 and with additions from both ACT and the district council the plan was signed off at the July meeting. This plan together with the original Howgate ward plan and the Distington parish plan can be viewed on the ACT website (www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/completed_plans )

6 There was no newsletter produced in the year but information about events in the area was posted on both the Parton parish council (partonpc.co.uk) and the Moresby parish council (moresbypc.org.uk) websites.

7 During the course of the year work towards employing a parish steward continued and with grant applications being successful a contract following a tender exercise was signed with Works 4 You Ltd. The company started in March 2011 and the contract is initially to run for 30 months. The main grant provider is the Solway Border and Eden RDPE executive and the North West Development Agency acting as the delivery body of the Rural Payments Agency under the Rural Development Programme for England. The grant is partly funded through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and through funding provided by the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs. Further funding from the Cumbria Community Foundation through the NMP Community Fund and from Copeland Borough Council through its Working Neighbourhoods Fund has been obtained. The parishes have each made a contribution but in the first year this is a nominal amount because of front loading by the CCF and CBC grant givers. More substantial amounts will be paid by the four parishes in the future but it is hoped that the benefits seen will persuade the parishes to continue the contract. Only work on the footpath between the non- conformist grave yard on the C 4001 to the waste water treatment plant on Foundry Road Parton had been undertaken in the year under review but at considerable savings to the parish. Work has been planned in other parishes in the first quarter of 2011/2012. 

8 The group have taken a particular interest in the Parton to Lillyhall Improvement scheme. The inspector at the inquiry requested the Highways Agency to look again at the five junctions beyond the southern (Howgate) roundabout given that the three parishes directly affected had made representations concerning difficulties in joining the unimproved A595. The Highways Agency undertook a junction delay study in the autumn of October 2009 but did not prepare a report until March 2010 and it was only during May 2010 that it was received by the group. The report concluded that it would be inappropriate to consider any layout or junction changes at the three Parton access roads, that traffic flows on the C4001 to and from Lowca had reduced but delays had not and that there was a significant difference in traffic numbers turning into the U4008 (Rectory Brow) from numbers exiting onto the A595. These figures supported the contention of the group that traffic was using alternative routes to reach the trunk road with the U4009 a totally unsuitable lane a particular favourite. The group decided that they would use the Post Opening Project Evaluation (POPE) to continue the debate.  

9 At the time of writing the 2010 report it was known that the POPE exercise would be delayed because of the bridges problem at Workington. The exercise was provisionally moved to October 2010 but then cancelled. The partnership first wrote to the Highways Agency complaining that the reason given that traffic flows had not returned to normal was inaccurate. They received no satisfaction and the Member of Parliament for the Copeland constituency was then approached but the response from the Highways Agency was equally dismissive. An approach to the Minister is now in hand.   

10 Agreement was reached by the partnership that the county councillor’s capital fund for the Moresby Distington division should, in 2010/2011, be used to renew the footbridge over Lowca Beck. Much of the preparatory work was undertaken by the chairman of Lowca parish council who was assisted by a member of the Copeland Community Fund team. The capital fund grant did not quite cover the full cost but other grant givers made up the difference and the new bridge was opened by pupils from the two village schools in early April 2011. The partnership has agreed that the 2011/2012 capital grant which is likely to be the last year of the scheme should be shared between Moresby and Distington.

11 During the year wind turbines on the Fairfield Farm site near Pica have been erected and are operating. A community benefits fund has been agreed which will be administered by the Cumbria Community Fund at no cost to the partnership. The CCF grants panel are restricted to entertaining and allowing grants only to organisations within the partnerships area.

12 The partnership is continuing to discuss other environmental issues. A permit to dispose of very low level radioactive waste has been granted by the Environment Agency to site operators at Lillyhall close to the partnership boundary and although the county council are still minded to challenge the decision the partnership will want to discuss what community benefits are appropriate. An application for a second site this time within the boundary of the partnership but on a much larger scale than the Lillyhall site again to dispose of very low activity high volume radioactive waste is likely to come before the county council development panel in the near future. If refused an appeal is likely and the partnership will want to follow the progress of this matter with the greatest of interest. A site for a household waste recycling centre has been earmarked for land within the partnership area and the group will be looking towards a section 106 planning gain to improve the roads in the vicinity of the site should a developer come forward. There are two further wind farm proposals which are at an early stage. Both developers have held public exhibitions but planning applications have not yet been made to the district councils concerned

13 The Copeland local development plan came before the partnership in the year and it had been agreed that the partnership would comment on an aspect of the plan that concerned all the parishes. The group has commented that the plan did not explicitly name the A595 junction improvements as a key accessibility and transport priority. The group approves of the inclusion of the A595 Eastern Relief Road but considers it a long-term aspiration because of the cost and planning hurdles.  Junction Improvements could be undertaken in the near term and at relatively low cost. 
14 Youth activities continue to thrive in two of the four parishes with two popular youth clubs and enthusiastic leaders at both venues. Attempts to start youth groups at Lowca and Moresby have not yet succeeded but efforts will continue. A Playbuilder scheme application at Parton has been successful with work to replace the existing units to start in April /May 2011

15 Each parish within the partnership benefitted from a grant under the generic title of “Celebrating Community Spaces” from the”North West Together We Can” community spaces fund. In each case the grant of £500 went to promote an environmental improvement in the area.

16 Throughout the year the partnership has taken an active interest in the wider grouping of Localities Together in Copeland and representatives have attended the Copeland Partnership meetings
 J C Shaw April 2011.








