Moresby Parish Council 

Report to the Annual Parish Meeting

May 9th 2011
1. Councillors
There have been no changes in the year and there are no vacancies although two councillors have indicated they will not stand for election at the parish council elections in May 2011. Mr Lawson was re-elected Chairman of the Council at the Annual General Meeting held on the 10th May 2010. Mr Troughton was elected as the Deputy Chairman.

2 Meetings of the Council
The council meets normally on the first Monday of the month save in August when it does not meet. When the first Monday is a bank holiday the council meets on the second Monday. Meetings take place in public at the Social Club School Brow Moresby Parks. A public participation item is included in every agenda.

3. Finance 

The parish council accounts are detailed in a separate paper. The council started the year with a balance of £18916. It received £22204.  It made payments of £16781 and ended the year with a balance of £24340. The accounts were audited by the internal auditor who was satisfied.  The accounts for the year ended March 2010 were audited in July 2010 by the external auditors and were passed.

4 Parton to Lillyhall Improvement Scheme 

8 The parish council has taken a particular interest in the Parton to Lillyhall Improvement scheme. The inspector at the inquiry requested the Highways Agency to look again at the five junctions beyond the southern (Howgate) roundabout given that the three parishes directly affected, Lowca Moresby and Parton, had made representations concerning difficulties in joining the unimproved A595. The Highways Agency undertook a junction delay study in the autumn of October 2009 but did not prepare a report until March 2010 and it was only during May 2010 that it was received by the parish council. The report concluded that it would be inappropriate to consider any layout or junction changes but that there was a significant difference in traffic numbers turning into the U4008 (Rectory Brow) from numbers exiting onto the A595. These figures supported the contention of the council that traffic was using alternative routes to reach the trunk road with the U4009 a totally unsuitable lane a particular favourite. The parish council decided that they would use the Post Opening Project Evaluation (POPE) to continue the debate.   At the time of writing the 2010 report it was known that the POPE exercise would be delayed because of the bridges problem at Workington. The exercise was provisionally moved to October 2010 but then cancelled. The parish council through the Howgate partnership first wrote to the Highways Agency complaining that the reason given that traffic flows had not returned to normal was inaccurate. They received no satisfaction and the Member of Parliament for the Copeland constituency was then approached but the response from the Highways Agency was equally dismissive. An approach to the Minister is now in hand.   

5 Highways 
Speeding through Moresby Parks on the C4006 remains a problem but this road is not the only road where inappropriate driving is encountered. The safety partnership camera vehicle continues to visit the parish from time to time and the local police use the laser speed gun on occasions. A decision was made during the year to erect “Welcome to Moresby Parks Please Drive Safely” signs on the C4006 and on School Brow but to date the county council who were asked to undertake the work have not completed the task. Residents in the parish have seen a marked deterioration in the state of the roads. The severe winter has resulted in many more potholes but more worrying is the sub standard repairs that are undertaken. There was good news however when the continued pressure by the parish council resulted in the county council agreeing to reduced the width of the carriageway over the old railway line at the south end of Moresby Parks to permit a pedestrian pathway to be installed  with priority signs for motorists leaving the village. Work is expected to be undertaken in July/August 2011. The problem with the U4009 from the Howgate roundabout remains unresolved although it may be possible to place a speed limit through Low Moresby. The county councillor is looking at this problem. Speeding around Scilly Banks remains a concern to residents and is an issue the parish council will pursue. 

6. Moresby Primary School
The parish council nominated a resident who is not a parish councillor to represent them on the board of school governors. It assisted with the cost of allowing the pupils to take part in the Whitehaven carnival. The parish council obtained a grant from the “North West Together We Can” community spaces fund. It directed the grant to the school to be spent on their eco garden.

 7. Play Area. 

The Moresby Parks Playing Field Association obtained funds to improve the play area surface, fence the area and install a new play unit. The grant was passed to the parish council who made up the balance but vandalism on the site resulted in the district council requiring repair work to be completed at a substantial cost to parishioners through the precept. The parish council will continue to monitor the play area but have made clear that it cannot continue to spend money if the damage is repeated.

8 Landscape Work 
Mr Morgan, one of the parish councillors, agreed to carry out mowing and strimming work in the parish in 2009 and continued this work in the year under review.  The parish council are grateful for the work that Cllr Morgan completed in his own time and at no labour cost to the council. The parish council bought a ride on mower which has permitted more work to be undertaken and many supporting comments have been received by residents. A new notice board was erected at Scilly Banks. Further improvement work was undertaken on the railway line path from Moresby Parks Road to Walkmill Country Park. 

9 Planning Matters
Sixteen planning applications were received in the year. Four related to new dwellings, one was for new a conservatory, nine were extension applications (Two being resubmissions) an application to remove sheds and rebuild and an application to extend the car park with additional buildings made up the numbers. There was a site visit to the Rosehill theatre by the district council planning panel when the parish council clerk was present.

10 Parish Boundaries

The anomaly whereby residents of the parish who formerly lived within Bransty ward still vote in district and county council elections for candidates in that ward is still the case. The district council parish boundaries working group have been asked to approach the boundary commission to effect changes. 

11 Police 

Changes both to the arrangements for the policing of the parish and to personnel have been seen in the year. PCSO Vaughan left on being promoted to police constable and was replaced by PCSO Adam Lake who attended a number of parish council meetings. PC Steve Doyle continues as the community support officer but now works within a larger group of officers based on Whitehaven and is not always available to give time to the parish. The parish council continues to receive a note of the logs of incidents recorded each month.

12. Consultation/Planning Applications

The Cumbria Minerals and Waste Development Framework sites allocation policies have now been formally adopted by the County Council. The Policies cover the period until 2020 and the proposal for a household waste recycling centre at Whitehaven Commercial Park will remain until such times as there is enough money to develop the centre at an approximate cost of £1m. However, the fact that an HWRC at Whitehaven Commercial Park is designed to replace the severely constrained one at Frizington may mean that it will be developed sooner rather than later. The parish council responded to the Copeland borough council local development framework core strategy and development management policies preferred options consultation but have not yet seen any further work on this matter. No further progress has been made by the developer on the proposals for a wind farm on Moresby Moss. The wind turbines in the adjoining parish of Distington at Fairfield Farm can be clearly seen from the parish. The council were never consulted on this proposal. There is still an outstanding planning application to the county council for the development of a waste management centre at Keekle Head in an adjoining parish. The proposal is to dispose of high volume very low level radioactive waste. The parish council objected to the original application and has now been asked if it wishes to comment on the planning statement addendum. 

13 Donations 

The parish council responded to a request for financial assistance from the North West Air Ambulance fund A donation was made to Sam Maddison the son of a local policewoman who raised over £2k for Great North Air Ambulance fund in memory of school friends who were killed in the Keswick bus crash.
14. Moresby P C Website
The website has been operating for almost three years on www.moresbypc.org.uk and contains information about the council and its councillors together with an archive of parish council meeting minutes. Information supplied by both the community police team and the county council neighbourhood development team is also included

15. Locality Working 
The parish continues to work with the adjoining parishes of Distington Lowca and Parton on issues common to all. The group the Howgate and Distington partnership have been acknowledged as a locality within Copeland and have the benefit of assistance from the locality workers attached to the district council. A separate report has been prepared.

J C Shaw May 2011

